kingdom of man

as layer ed humanity

Part Five
(Sustenance -- Focused)

M editating on the Bible
Philippians 4:8-13

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, stbaer things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are, pvhatsoever things are lovely,
whatsoever things are of good report; if theremewartue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things. Those things, which ye Haoté learned, and received, and
heard, and seen in me, do: and the God of peatidoshaith you.

But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at thst your care of me hath flourished
again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye laakgabrtunity. Not that | speak in
respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsosvate | am, therewith to be content.
| know both how to be abased, and | know how tauabloevery where and in all
things | am instructed both to be full and to bedny, both to abound and to suffer
need. | can do all things through Christ whiclesttheneth me.

+=+=t+=+=+=t+=+=+=+=t+=+=+=t+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+=+

Some gifts come with choices: to use them, or, fitte life that the LORD gifted to
the kingdom of man was not of that sort. Once giifatvas delivered, it took control of
the first place of activity in the kingdom of mamhough; God did not give this gift
absolute control of the kingdom of man--for, lifep, has to operate in a span. Life's
span is complete when it releases control to anaththe gifts of God: death. Wait;
before we answer that question you just raised iseour introduction to death.

And the LORD God took the man, and put him intaggérelen of Eden to
dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God comntiae man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely &ait of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat:dbr in the day that
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

(Genesis 2:15-17)

Okay; now, back to that question. You ask whyyltbat, death is a gift. | say so
because; in an extension of its charter, deathamwhsted to deliver us into this
fulfillment.

For we know that if our earthly house of this taisrle were dissolved,
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we have a building of God, an house not made vatidh, eternal in the
heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desitmmbe clothed upon with
our house which is from heaven: If so be thatdeiothed we shall not
be found naked. For we that are in this tabernadegroan, being
burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, botthed upon, that
mortality might be swallowed up of life.

Now he that hath wrought us for the selfsame thgr@od, who also
hath given unto us the earnest of the Spirit.

(2 Corinthians 5:1-5)

Yes, | know that, there is some debate about whines of us will flow into this
intended event; but still, it is the highest resndtproduct of the gift of death. No, we
cannot achieve that state by a continuation oflites The transaction with death is
required (or, by one other way, which we will shanea moment). The transaction with
death brings about a blessed transformation, wkicbquired of each one of us (almost).

Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood aznnherit the kingdom
of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruptio Behold, | show you
a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shalbalichanged, In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the lastpufor the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptibted we shall be
changed. For this corruptible must put on incotiop, and this mortal
must put on immortality.

So when this corruptible shall have put on incotrom, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shalldreught to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up ictery.

(1 Corinthians 15:50-54)

This is a good time to reveal the one other wagrtier into that building of God, as
described above. To do that, we present thisfitsterecorded instance of when that,
one other way, was activated in the kingdom of mahis is a substitute for the
negotiation with death; but, it is reserved fohagen set of humans.

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and begahiMtlah: And Enoch
walked with God after he begat Methuselah threadheshyears, and
begat sons and daughters: And all the days of Ernagre three hundred
sixty and five years: And Enoch walked with Gatd Ae was not; for
God took him.

(Genesis 5:21-24)

What is the chosen set, as in the fashion of Enothi® one . . .
By faith Enoch was translated that he should netdsath; and was not

found, because God had translated him: for befdsdranslation he had
this testimony, that he pleased God. But withaith fit is impossible to
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please him: for he that cometh to God must belieathe is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.
(Hebrews 11:5-6)

Here, we shift from consideration of, the gift @ath as in its participation in the
transplantation of our soul. Now, we return to ¢basideration of the span that is life.
While we are in the span, of life, we must takedhafl another of the outflows from the
Kingdom of God: sustenance. The Psalmist gaeddithe mental image of the LORD'S
multi-faceted sustenance, here . . .

A Psalm of David.
The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want. He rttakee to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the stillrgatde restoreth my
soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousnaski$ name's sake.

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadbdeath, 1 will
fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and tetaff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presencamd enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth ovaurey goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: dwdll dwell in the house
of the LORD for ever.

(Psalm 23:1-6)

Now, let us explore more of that transverse sedmnoss the kingdom of man--
sustenance--as brought out of the kingdom's history

In the Beginning, in the time of Adam, sustenanae & somewhat limited footprint
in history. The process had to be that way becauseare a progressive being: we need
to be able to move from the simple, to the compladt.you parents, out there; you know
what | mean. So, in the Beginning, sustenancecmasentrated in physical satisfaction.
Even then, though; sustenance had two impactseokitigdom of man. These two
impacts are presented here.

And the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eded;there he put
the man whom he had formed. And out of the grouade the LORD
God to grow

every tree that is pleasant to the sight,

and good for food;

(Genesis 2:8-9a)

Forgive me, for being a party pooper, so to spbak,this just does not seem
expansive enough for the kingdom of man. It app#aat, all the work was done by the
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LORD. As coming from that arrangement, | am naoissgg the tension that is required to
build those strong bones and teeth of human catibn.

Oh, wait . . . here is something that | should hawesidered.

And the LORD God took the man, and put him intaggérelen of Eden to
dress it and to keep it.
(Genesis 2:15)

Still; that does not seem rigorous enough, so asdss upon us, the fact that, we
must have tension to grow. Pressure helps us milkigourpose, as we navigate in the
collective body that is adam (mankind). Wherefasfrom that beginning, we needed to
slide along to some of the more pressing situatadiiée. Eventually, fate has to stop
carrying the baby, and it will set it down in thiboof reality.

When fate sets mankind down, the kingdom of mantsre®other of the gifts of the
LORD: adversity. Additionally; since, adversitg@a sits in the crib; therefore, it is wise
for us to acknowledge it. Actually, it is not pids for us to ignore adversity: itis like
the child with the little hammer, which he wantage, deliberately. Sometimes, we will
be in the path of that hammer of adversity. Hera tiecommendation about our
demeanor, for such a time.

If thou faint in the day of adversity, thy strengttsmall. If thou forbear
to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and ¢htbst are ready to be
slain; If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; dodh he that pondereth
the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy,stnth not he know it?
and shall not he render to every man accordingisoNorks?

(Proverbs 24:10-12)

In the Beginning, adversity was sitting in the patlsustenance. In that time, though;
two forms of sustenance were being pressed intoracOne was the kind that could be
safely consumed, while the other was not suitalnienfankind's consumption, at that
time. They were set in place, here . ..

the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,
and the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
(Genesis 2:9b)

In time, we would be allowed to partake of thetffione of these trees. This is that
time . ..

And when the woman saw that the tree was gooadat, fand that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desirechtermane wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also umo husband with her;
and he did eat. And the eyes of them both weneegp@nd they knew
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that they were naked; and they sewed fig leavestiteg and made
themselves aprons.
(Genesis 3:6-7)

In due course, we would be pressed to extend denpal source of sustenance, as
we were instructed in our need for the bounty efearth. Our effort to obtain this
bounty is one of the more rigorous of the, lesssfom the Beginning.

And Cain went out from the presence of the LORD,dwelt in the land
of Nod, on the east of Eden. And Cain knew his;\a&iid she conceived,
and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and calleginame of the city,
after the name of his son, Enoch.

(Genesis 4:16-17)

We missed a golden opportunity, as we moved irGhelen. We "could" have been
an agent of extended sustenance. We could haweell, let me show you what
opportunity we missed.

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the LORD Godenadats of skins,
and clothed them. And the LORD God said, Behb&lptan is become as
one of us, to know good and evil: and now, legtdteforth his hand, and
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and livedeer:

Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the gardf Eden, to
till the ground from whence he was taken. So lbg@lout the man; and
he placed at the east of the garden of Eden Chersiband a flaming
sword which turned every way, to keep the wayefrée of life.

(Genesis 3:21-24)

Here; let me give you a distant, mental taste aitwie missed out on, in that; we did
nottake also of the tree of lifeThis is a reference to a distant time when essice is
richly extended. We will mark the path to this cept, next.

And he showed me a pure river of water of lifeaickes crystal,
proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lainithe midst of the
street of it, and on either side of the river, Waeare the tree of life, which
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fayiery month: and the
leaves of the tree were for the healing of theamesi

And there shall be no more curse: but the thronéad and of the
Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serira:hAnd they shall see
his face; and his name shall be in their forehea#lad there shall be no
night there; and they need no candle, neither lgfithe sun; for the Lord
God giveth them light: and they shall reign for reaed ever.

(Revelation 22:1-5)
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Next, in
kingdom of man
aslayered humanity

(Sustenance - Focused)
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