Collateral Damage and the Heart of God

Part Eleven
(Worldly Entanglement)

M editating on the Bible

Psalm 80:12-19

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, sathtitey which pass by the way
do pluck her? The boar out of the wood doth waist:nd the wild beast of the field
doth devour it.

Return, we beseech thee, O God of hosts: look dovmm heaven, and behold, and
visit this vine; And the vineyard which thy righaund hath planted, and the branch
that thou madest strong for thyself. It is burmeth fire, it is cut down: they perish at
the rebuke of thy countenance.

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand nugp@ son of man whom thou
madest strong for thyself. So will not we go b&ockn thee: quicken us, and we will
call upon thy name. Turn us again, O LORD Godasts, cause thy face to shine;
and we shall be saved.

R ke e e i = et et e e e i skt et

Peace needs uniformity. A vine needs to have aist@mt connection with its root.
The root of Israel is the Law of God, in the lanMddses. This understanding was in
place in Israel until this time, near the end oloBwn's reign . . .

But king Solomon loved many strange women, togethirthe daughter
of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Basn¥idonians, and
Hittites; Of the nations concerning which the LOB&M unto the children
of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither sttzy come in unto you:
for surely they will turn away your heart after thgods: Solomon clave
unto these in love. And he had seven hundred wiviegesses, and three
hundred concubines: and his wives turned away &asth

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, thatvhies turned
away his heart after other gods: and his heart wasperfect with the
LORD his God, as was the heart of David his fathHésr Solomon went
after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, dtet &ilcom the
abomination of the Ammonites. And Solomon didirviie sight of the
LORD, and went not fully after the LORD, as did @ahis father.

Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemdst abomination
of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, dadMolech, the
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abomination of the children of Ammon. And likevdigehe for all his
strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificei their gods.

And the LORD was angry with Solomon, because laig vas turned
from the LORD God of Israel, which had appearedunin twice, And
had commanded him concerning this thing, that le&ilshnot go after
other gods: but he kept not that which the LORDroamded.

(1 Kings 11:1-10)

At that time, the uniformity of the kings, and theonnection to the root of Israel, the
law of Moses, was disrupted. At that time, thevflaf the nourishment that the vine
needed was greatly diminished. At that time, titbeving of Israel's kingly connection
to the world started. This is the consequencéhfartime.

Wherefore the LORD said unto Solomon,
Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hastem my covenant and
my statutes, which | have commanded thee, | willlguend the kingdom
from thee, and will give it to thy servant.

Notwithstanding in thy days | will not do it for @d thy father's sake:
but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son.

Howbeit | will not rend away all the kingdom; buillvgive one tribe
to thy son for David my servant's sake, and fousalem's sake which |
have chosen.

(1 Kings 11:11-13)

Alas; after that, the place of kingly intercessfonisrael's open part in entwining the
world in the grace of God would cease, in two parts

* Partone: Samaria into captivity

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah beganhdasthe son of Elah to
reign in Samaria over Israel nine years. And hettthiat which was evil in
the sight of the LORD, but not as the kings ofdkthat were before him.
Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyrid;Hoshea became
his servant, and gave him presents.

And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoslieahe had sent
messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought neeptes the king of
Assyria, as he had done year by year: thereforekiihg of Assyria shut
him up, and bound him in prison. Then the kingsdyria came up
throughout all the land, and went up to Samariaj &esieged it three
years.

In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyrikt8amaria, and carried
Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Hadald in Habor by the
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river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medesr $@it was, that the
children of Israel had sinned against the LORD tlé&od, which had
brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from urtde hand of Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and had feared other gods, And whikehe statutes of the
heathen, whom the LORD cast out from before thdrem of Israel, and
of the kings of Israel, which they had made.

(2 Kings 17:1-8)
* Part two: Judah into captivity

And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of tbethy which is the
nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babgame
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, a servant okthg of Babylon, unto
Jerusalem: And he burnt the house of the LORD thading's house,
and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every greatsieuse burnt he
with fire. And all the army of the Chaldees, tivatre with the captain of
the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem roainolut.

(2 Kings 25:8-10)

Still; the intercession that was Israel's ordinafiocdinking the world to God was not
totally destroyed by those disruptions. And, ethreugh there was much collateral
damage to Israel and Judah; this portion wasdgiutrsue regeneration of the connection,
as it endured in a place that was somewhat outdidaptivity.

Now the rest of the people that were left in ti @nd the fugitives that
fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnafithe multitude, did
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carry awaut tBe captain of the
guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedresssd husbandmen.

(2 Kings 25:11-12)

Additionally; as renewing Israel's representatibthe grace and power of God, there
was another portion that was active inside captivithat portion was encased in the
prophetic vine of outreach to the world. Throulis time, the prophetic vine increased
in strength and connections. Here is an examplleeoivorld's respect for that strength.

And Elisha came to Damascus; and Benhadad thed{iyria was sick;
and it was told him, saying, The man of God is chitieer. And the king
said unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand,gmdneet the man of
God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying, Shedcover of this
disease?

So Hazael went to meet him, and took a presenthaitheven of every

good thing of Damascus, forty camels' burden, armdeand stood before
him, and said, Thy son Benhadad king of Syria battt me to thee,
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saying, Shall | recover of this disease?
(2 Kings 8:7-9)

This place of respect was not achieved withougaiscant measure of turmoil for
Israel. As we headed to this point, there was nuatlateral damage for Israel. Here is
an example from each transition.

* Part One: prior damage to Samaria (called, Israel)

And Jehoahaz besought the LORD, and the LORD haedkento him:
for he saw the oppression of Israel, because thg &f Syria oppressed
them. (And the LORD gave Israel a saviour, so they went out from
under the hand of the Syrians: and the childrefsel dwelt in their
tents, as beforetime. Nevertheless they depadeffom the sins of the
house of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, but watkerkin: and there
remained the grove also in Samaria.)

Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahafitiyihorsemen, and
ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for thg kihSyria had
destroyed them, and had made them like the dusiréshing.

(2 Kings 13:4-7)

* Part Two: prior damage to Judah (called, Jacob)

And out of the city he took an officer that wasosetr the men of war, and
five men of them that were in the king's presewb&h were found in the
city, and the principal scribe of the host, whichstered the people of the
land, and threescore men of the people of the taatiwere found in the
city: And Nebuzaradan captain of the guard toasth and brought them
to the king of Babylon to Riblah: And the kindg3abylon smote them,
and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. &tah was carried
away out of their land.

(2 Kings 25:19-21)

At this point, we need to shift to the enduringesn the prophets. This place of
service to the LORD will show us a more focusedllof collateral damage. An
overview of it is in the following Scripture.

Woe unto you! for ye build the sepulchres of thappets, and your
fathers killed them. Truly ye bear witness thaajew the deeds of your
fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye bthieir sepulchres.

Therefore also said the wisdom of God, | will sér&m prophets and

apostles, and some of them they shall slay andgepets: That the blood
of all the prophets, which was shed from the fotindaof the world, may
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be required of this generation; From the blood beRunto the blood of
Zacharias, which perished between the altar andehaple: verily | say
unto you, It shall be required of this generation.

(Luke 11:47-51)
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