Kingdom of God
Per sonalized

To come closer to a person relationship with Godhe Kingdom of God, we need to
listen. Once we have listened, then we need toralike message. And once we have
absorbed the message, then we need to persortdbz®ur unique relationship with the
Father, and with His Son. A certain woman of thg df Jesus caught the understanding
of this need, and she acted upon it. This womgtdagpon the need, even though her
sister criticized her for doing so.

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entated certain village:
and a certain woman named Martha received him r@ohouse. And she
had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Je$est, and heard his word.
But Martha was cumbered about much serving, ancedanhim, and

said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister Hathme to serve alone?
bid her therefore that she help me.

And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, NMattiou art careful
and troubled about many things: But one thingdedful: and Mary hath
chosen that good part, which shall not be takenyafr@m her.

(Luke 10:38-42)

Then, once we have listened to the LORD and to3dis; after it has been absorbed,
we need to be open to the intervention that has pkeed in the kingdom of man as an
extension of grace from the Kingdom of Heaven;ipalarly, as comes to us through
great a cloud of witnessedt was placed in our existence for our continpecsonal
development in the Kingdom of God. As the Scriptiglls us . . .

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about wignesat a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, andithevisich doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the raceithset before us,
Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of aithf who for the joy
that was set before him endured the cross, degpiemshame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.

(Hebrews 12:1-2)

Within thatcloud of witnesseare men, women, boys and girls of God who have bee
chartered to provide various levels of interventidineir intervention is not just for the
sake of intrusion, nor is it just for our bettermanalso serves to strengthen the one that
intervenes. This is the way that strength is addetose ones that are called to continue
their personal development in the LORD by theifgrenance of actions that promote the
personal development of others.

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elda&rghe church; and let
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them pray over him, anointing him with oil in thenme of the Lord: And
the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and thedLshall raise him up; and
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgivien h

Confess your faults one to another, and pray onariother, that ye
may be healed.

The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous manlatramuch. Elias was
a man subject to like passions as we are, and agegr earnestly that it
might not rain: and it rained not on the earth I tspace of three years
and six months. And he prayed again, and the megaee rain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit.

Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, amtk convert him; Let him
know, that he which converteth the sinner fromettier of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitofdgins.

(James 5:14-20)

Now, please do not think that we must rely solelytlreeffectual fervent prayer of a
righteous manand that, therefore, we need to be squeamish &lnming to God for
remedies for our personal needs. When we havedtessary portion of faith, we can
directly petition the LORD, in a fashion such as gnophets and patriarchs of old did.
The examples of Scripture are many; we will noteryist them all here. Instead, let us
look for instances that we can personalize as \atiate our freedom to commune that
the LORD.

One approach that we can use to achieve persomatiza to review Scripture from a
modern perspective, according to the stresseswf mtowever, this must be done with
great care. This is not an exercise in secondsgugsScripture, or any other kind of
application of guessing as pertains to Scriptuegh®, it is a way of locating Scripture
that informs us about what preparation we neeadttergo in order for us to be ready for
service. In all things, we must keep this instiargl Scripture in mind.

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, ardgrofitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in rigeousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished untgabd works.

(2 Timothy 3:16-17)

Also, as we personalize our communion with the dong of God, we must honor
the following Scripture.

We have also a more sure word of prophecy; wheceymido well that ye
take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a ddace, until the day dawn,
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and the day star arise in your hearts: Knowingsthiist, that no prophecy
of the scripture is of any private interpretatioRor the prophecy came
not in old time by the will of man: but holy merGud spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost.

(2 Peter 1:19-21)

We have already seen that the LORD endorses oendepce on one another. Now,
let us see how, by being bold with our requestheéd_ORD, we come to a greater
awareness of our personal place in the Kingdomaaf. GScripture tells us that we need
not be shy about doing so.

The wicked flee when no man pursueth: but the emlt are bold as a
lion.
(Proverbs 28:1)

As | read the Bible, it seems that the LORD hasgalaa revelation therein to match
each of His statements about our condition. Tpiresus go to the point where we will
be open with the LORD, Scripture directs us in lvasvdo that.

Therefore, my brethren, dearly beloved and longedry joy and crown,
so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved. seleeh Euodias, and
beseech Syntyche, that they be of the same mihd rord. And | entreat
thee also, true yokefellow, help those women whiobured with me in
the gospel, with Clement also, and with other rigvidgabourers, whose
names are in the book of life.

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Rejoit®t your moderation
be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Beftarfor nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksg) let your requests
be made known unto God.

And the peace of God, which passeth all understanpdihall keep
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

(Philippians 4:1-7)

Scripture also gives us personal examples frontitee of the saints of the LORD;
examples that show us how we may, in righteousmpessue the receipt of benefits from
the LORD. Chief among these examples is thatagrtain response that Abram (who
would become Abraham) delivered to the LORD.

After these things the word of the LORD came ubt@aw in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, and tkge®ding great reward.

And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give mexisg | go childless,
and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Baous?
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And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given ed:s&nd, lo, one
born in my house is mine heir.

(Genesis 15:1-3)

Moving fast-forward in time, we have a more contenapy example of the question
of, as they say, "What's in it for me?" Whereasahlam spoke on the behalf of the
collection of souls that started with his self sl personal household, and extended in
benefit to his lineage, through his children; tpestle Peter spoke on behalf of a
collection of souls that was more disparate. is ¢liscussion with the Lord Jesus Christ,
the apostle Peter questioned the gift giving abdftGod in providing a present
substantial return for His servants.

Then Peter began to say unto him, Lo, we havalletind have followed
thee.
(Mark 10:28)

Now, one might say that Peter should have knowtehetince Scripture specifically
declared that the matter of gift-giving is a pantif the assignment of the Lord Jesus
Christ. This portion of Jesus’ assignment is aqushed by a duplicative delegation of
the power of God. In this process, the duplicaporduces a change in us that is in the
form of the measure of the gift of ChrisThe Old Testament folks knew this, as they
pondered the Lord‘gifts for menas received froron high

The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even #nuds of angels: the
Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy plagaou hast ascended on
high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hastawed gifts for men; yea,
for the rebellious also, that the LORD God mighethamong them.
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with beneven the God of
our salvation.

Selah.

(Psalm 68:17-19)

Moreover, the availability and reality tfe measure of the gift of Chrisas a part of
the knowledge, and is among the promises, whiclmattee New Covenant, as presented
to us in our New Testament.

| therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech tyaui ye walk worthy of
the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lm&ks and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in lo#ndeavouring to keep
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Eherone body, and one
Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of yalling; One Lord, one
faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all, wdhabove all, and
through all, and in you all.
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But unto every one of us is given grace accordipé measure of the
gift of Christ.

Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on higbdheaptivity
captive, and gave gifts unto men. (Now that herded, what is it but
that he also descended first into the lower paftthe earth? He that
descended is the same also that ascended up faeatlcheavens, that he
might fill all things.)

(Ephesians 4:1-10)

So, as we look at the statement of Peter, recarditark 10:28, let us not criticize
him for indicating a desire for gain from his seezi The human side of Peter wanted an
answer. Wherefore the divine side of the Lord S&3lrist provided the answer.

And Jesus answered and said, Verily | say unto Vbare is no man that
hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or fatr@rmother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospe8lig,he shall receive an
hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethagl, sisters, and
mothers, and children, and lands, with persecuti@ansl in the world to
come eternal life.

But many that are first shall be last; and the lfusit.

(Mark 10:29-31)

Embedded in the answer of Jesus Christ is the gmofiblessings from the LORD
God, the Father. Also embedded in the answersafsJ€hrist is the matter of our
personal responsibility, and its associated pefsmmthauthority to work within the
Kingdom of God, as we do our part to perfect thessings that are freely available to all.
It was not until later in the journey of the dideipthat the, personal responsibility with
personalized authority, side of the matter camtnfor

The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus]ldhat Jesus began
both to do and teach, Until the day in which he ve&®n up, after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given commandments thetapostles whom
he had chosen: To whom also he showed himselfaitieehis passion by
many infallible proofs, being seen of them fortygjand speaking of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God:
And, being assembled together with them, commatheed that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for phemise of the Father,
which, saith he, ye have heard of me. For Johrytoalptized with water;
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost nohyndays hence.

When they therefore were come together, they asfidaich,

saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore agéme kingdom to

Israel?
And he said unto them, It is not for you to knogvttimes or the seasons,
which the Father hath put in his own power.
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But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy &he come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both insdéem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost phitie earth.

(Acts 1:1-8)

Also, to show the apostles that he had chosentthais indeed time for the exercise
of their personal responsibility and its associgtesonalized authority, the following
event occurred.

And when he had spoken these things, while thesidydie was taken up;
and a cloud received him out of their sight.
(Acts 1:9)

We needed, then--and we still need, now--to makarssition. We need to move our
self from an exclusive concentration on our perkpresence on the earth, to that of
being a spanning presence between the earth angthiaa a span that is of the now, on
earth; not just later, in Heaven. The transitiomes when we have a breadth of
understanding of the kingdom of man as it is linkethe Kingdom of Heaven, as both
are encapsulated in the Kingdom of God, in the LORe have to perform the
following action, as described by the apostle Paul.

Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrineCtirist, let us go on unto
perfection; not laying again the foundation of rafsnce from dead
works, and of faith toward God, Of the doctrindaptisms, and of laying
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, a@neternal judgment.
And this will we do, if God permit.
(Hebrews 6:1-3)

In respect to this responsibility, we need to kdepfollowing Scripture in mind. It is
a warning that; though it is of a personalized ragtits effects may bring damage on any
group to which we are attached.

For it is impossible for those who were once ernégled, and have tasted

of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers @tHhbly Ghost, And have

tasted the good word of God, and the powers oivibréd to come, If they

shall fall away, to renew them again unto repen&rseeing they crucify

to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put han tgpen shame.
(Hebrews 6:4-6)

That we have a personal stake in the manifestafitime Kingdom of God, in that
portion that encompasses the realm of earth, isritbesl in the charter that the Lord Jesus
Christ delivered to a group of the people of hig.da

And when he was demanded of the Pharisees, whémtiglom of God
should come, he answered them and said,
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The kingdom of God cometh not with observationithge shall they say,
Lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdomGad is within you.
(Luke 17:20)

The fact thathe kingdom of God is within y@@ems to be a matter of blessing, and
not a call to action. However, to see that itsdesce in our being is indeed a charter,
too; we need to look at the method by which the DO#nplaced the Kingdom of God
within us. The disciples illustrated the actiopext of having the Kingdom of God in us
and, too, of being immersed in the Kingdom of Géitstly, by declaration of the
anointed ambassador of God, the Lord Jesus Cheisies that our works are pointers to
the Kingdom of God.

And he was casting out a devil, and it was dumlol. inRcame to pass,
when the devil was gone out, the dumb spake; angddbple wondered.
But some of them said, He casteth out devils thr@&&glzebub the
chief of the devils.
And others, tempting him, sought of him a sign fhaaven.
But he, knowing their thoughts, said unto them,
Every kingdom divided against itself is broughtiésolation; and a house
divided against a house falleth. If Satan alsalb&ded against himself,
how shall his kingdom stand? because ye say ttedtlout devils through
Beelzebub.
And if | by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whomalm gons cast them
out? therefore shall they be your judges.
But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, cmubt the kingdom of
God is come upon you.

(Luke 11:14-20)

And, too, we received the call to action, and nst pnjoyment, as a response to the
gift of our particular indwelling portion of the Kgdom of God. Jesus Christ tells us this
in his declaration to the twelve chosen heraldhefKingdom of God, telling them to
announce the Kingdom of God as being, then, with,nmathat day and on to ours.

After these things the Lord appointed other sevalsty, and sent them
two and two before his face into every city anctelavhither he himself
would come. Therefore said he unto them,
The harvest truly is great, but the labourers aefpray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laieosiinto his harvest.
Go your ways: behold, | send you forth as lambsrameolves.
Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: and salno man by the way.
And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, @éado this house.
And if the son of peace be there, your peace sbstllupon it: if not, it
shall turn to you again. And in the same housearapeating and
drinking such things as they give: for the labouseworthy of his hire.
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Go not from house to house.

And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they recgote eat such
things as are set before you: And heal the siakdhe therein, and say
unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you

(Luke 10:1-9)

The Kingdom of God as a place of man, too, is nohsa mystery when we read the
explanation of it that was given to us by the alpd3aul.

For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: fas the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth; tolbe first, and also to the
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of Goeaésd from faith to
faith: as it is written, The just shall live by fiai For the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness angyhteousness of men,
who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Becausehath may be known
of God is manifest in them; for God hath showedtb them. For the
invisible things of him from the creation of therldare clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, biseaternal power and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse:

Because that, when they knew God, they glorifiedrtot as God,

neither were thankful; but became vain in their gimations, and

their foolish heart was darkened. Professing thedues to be

wise, they became fools, And changed the gloryeof t

uncorruptible God into an image made like to cotrole man,

and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creepnmpgs.

(Romans 1:16-23)

The fact that we have a personalized place in thgdom of God is reinforced in our
soul by the knowledge that we are the source afragm of the glory of God;
particularly, as it pertains to developments ongagh. We were told that we must be
very careful with this portion, which the Fatheshiavested in us.

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt hinat his savour, wherewith
shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for not}) but to be cast out, and
to be trodden under foot of men.

(Matthew 5:13)

When we are careful with the portion that the Falbtas invested in us, the impact on
the kingdom of man is truly marvelous.

Ye are the light of the world. A city that is setam hill cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it undewslel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that arethe house.

Let your light so shine before men, that they nesyy®ur good works,
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and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
(Matthew 5:14-16)

We are personally immersed in the Kingdom of Gody bond with many others.
We must never try to withdraw our self from thep@ssibility that comes with a direct
relationship with the residents--both physical atttereal--of the Kingdom of God. For,
our personal presence in the Kingdom of God isyeplkeet of the example that the world
needs for its advancement. The world needs yaetgour light so shinan order for it
to be able to fully appreciate the potency of madlis position in reality.

We are indeed a marvelous part of the Design shat the LORD God, in the portion
that flows in the realm of our reality . . .

Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to thehfléo live after the flesh.
For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: buye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. &many as are led by the
Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage agaifear; but ye have
received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cryha@d~ather. The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we #ne children of God: And
if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and jointisewith Christ; if so be
that we suffer with him, that we may be also gleditogether.

For | reckon that the sufferings of this presentdiare not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be reveateds. For the earnest
expectation of the creature waiteth for the mamgfeésn of the sons of
God.

(Romans 8:12-19)

Let us, therefore, repeat the words of the dissipds they sought to capture a fuller
understanding of how to proceed in the Kingdom oflG

And it came to pass, that, as he was praying iaréat place, when he
ceased, one of his disciples said unto him, Laagh us to pray, as John
also taught his disciples.

And he said unto them,
When ye pray, say,
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy eafhy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so in earth.

Give us day by day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive eveng that is indebted
to us.
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And lead us not into temptation; but deliver usrirevil.
(Luke 11:1-4)

Yes, we are theloud of witnessesTherefore, let's get moving in the Kingdom of
God. Let's move out as an active part of the whbkeality. The word of God as
expressed in the Bible provides us with instrudjadirections and commandments as to
how we accomplish great things, in the LORD. kg$swas declared at the start of the
New Age.

Moreover, brethren, | would not that ye should dgp@orant, how that all
our fathers were under the cloud, and all passedugh the sea; And
were all baptized unto Moses in the cloud and engéa; And did all eat
the same spiritual meat; And did all drink the saspeitual drink: for
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followedrnieand that Rock was
Christ. But with many of them God was not welapés: for they were
overthrown in the wilderness.

Now these things were our examples, to the interghould not lust
after evil things, as they also lusted.

Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of thent; igsarritten, The people
sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to playithée let us commit
fornication, as some of them committed, and fetina day three and
twenty thousand. Neither let us tempt Christ,casesof them also
tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neithemor ye, as some of
them also murmured, and were destroyed of the algstr

Now all these things happened unto them for enszsnphd they are
written for our admonition, upon whom the endshefworld are come.

Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth talezliest he fall.
(1 Corinthians 10:1-12)
So, reviewing those examples, let us start to etf@iaaybe even, in some cases,
imitate) what we see in them. Here is an extfa&t tonsists of several living examples
that illustrate our possibility of excellence, as move both toward and in the perfection

that is of the way of the LORD.

Now faith is the substance of things hoped forgthdence of things not
seen. For by it the elders obtained a good report.

Through faith we understand that the worlds weagrfed by the word of

God, so that things which are seen were not madamags which do
appear.
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By faith Abel offered unto God a more excellentifae than Cain, by
which he obtained witness that he was righteousl @Bstifying of his
gifts: and by it he being dead yet speaketh.

By faith Enoch was translated that he should netdsath; and was
not found, because God had translated him: for fgelfies translation he
had this testimony, that he pleased God. But witfaith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to God must Beltbat he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.

By faith Noah, being warned of God of things nennsas yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his $&jby the which he
condemned the world, and became heir of the rigiseess which is by
faith.

By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out &npdace which he
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyedj &e went out, not
knowing whither he went. By faith he sojournethmland of promise, as
in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles wihac and Jacob, the
heirs with him of the same promise: For he looked city which hath
foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

Through faith also Sara herself received strengthdnceive seed, and
was delivered of a child when she was past aggusecshe judged him
faithful who had promised. Therefore sprang theren of one, and him
as good as dead, so many as the stars of the skylirtude, and as the
sand which is by the sea shore innumerable.

(Hebrews 11:1-12)

On the strength of the words of Jesus Christ, wstraccept our place in the
Kingdom of God as being based on our individualized personalizecheasure of faith
which the Father has invested in us.

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the merdi€xod, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptableai@od, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to tbisdwbut be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that wg prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

For | say, through the grace given unto me, to gwean that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly tharought to think; but
to think soberly, according as God hath dealt terguman the measure of
faith.

(Romans 12:1-3)

To personalize our service to the LORD is our nglin the power of the LORD, as
sent from the Kingdom of Heaven . . .

For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughtetwhole earth, to
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show himself strong in the behalf of them whosetlieaerfect toward
him.
(2 Chronicles 16:9a)

. Flowing throughout the kingdom of man . . .

And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the thrond af the four beasts, and
in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as itlbeeh slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Sdisa sent forth into all
the earth.

(Revelation 5:6)

. As a wave that blessedly ripples across mitieeeKingdom of God.

As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zedlmisfore, and repent.
Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any rhaar my voice, and
open the door, | will come in to him, and will sujgh him, and he with
me.
To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with memy throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set down with my Fathkis throne.
(Revelation 3:19-21)

Let us take this extract of personalized relatigrskvithin the Kingdom of God, and
broaden the sample beyond what we see here. @&ustpansion is well within our
capabilities. To give us strengthened faith in @un ability to personalize our service to
the LORD, Scripture contains some relevant wordbefLord Jesus Christ. There are
many passages of Scripture that tell us that expams an integral part of the kingdom
of man, associating with the Kingdom of Heavenwageside in the Kingdom of God.
So, with what we now know about the Kingdom of Ged,have no more excuse for
complacency. As Christ said of us, we must novwkwathe power of the LORD that
allows us to do thgreater worksn the kingdom of man, as we move in the Kingdom of
God.

Philip saith unto him, Lord, show us the Fatherdainsufficeth us.

Jesus saith unto him,

Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast that known me,
Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Fatra;how sayest thou
then, Show us the Father? Believest thou notltaat in the Father, and
the Father in me? the words that | speak unto yspelak not of myself:
but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth thekaioBelieve me that |
am in the Father, and the Father in me: or elsedwel me for the very
works' sake.

Verily, verily, | say unto you,

He that believeth on me,
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the works that | do shall he do also;
and greater works than these shall he do; becaggeunto my Father.

(John 14:8-12)
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