Kingdom of God
| nter vention

Recall this Scripture, which we presented earhehis exploration of the Kingdom
of God, in the matter of Interaction; it is onettpeecedes this one.

For since by man came death, by man came alscethanection of the
dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christlishll be made alive.

But every man in his own order: Christ the firsifsyafterward they that
are Christ's at his coming. Then cometh the eidnahe shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the FathbBemhe shall have put
down all rule and all authority and power. For haust reign, till he hath
put all enemies under his feet. The last enemystiel be destroyed is
death.

For he hath put all things under his feet.

But when he saith all things are put under hinss ithanifest that he is
excepted, which did put all things under him.
And when all things shall be subdued unto him, 8tell the Son
also himself be subject unto him that put all tisimgpder him, that
God may be all in all.

(1 Corinthians 15:21-28)

The wordsall things shall be subdued unto hidescribe a foundational flow of
grace in the Kingdom of God: Intervention. A suamgnof the transitional outpouring of
Intervention in the kingdom of man, as releasethftbe Kingdom of God, is a
significant part of the mission that was assigme@ltrist. The prophet Isaiah introduced
us to this ultimate intervention. First, Isaialtsteis why intervention was needed.

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is thra af the LORD
revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a#smplant, and as a
root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor comess; and when we
shall see him, there is no beauty that we shousitel&dim. He is despised
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acqedimtith grief: and we
hid as it were our faces from him; he was despiaad,we esteemed him
not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carmed sorrows: yet we did
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

But he was wounded for our transgressions, he wasdd for our
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon and with his
stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gstray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laidhiom the iniquity of
us all.
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(Isaiah 53:1-6)
Next, Isaiah tells us how intervention was accosty@d.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet heegpeot his mouth: he is
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sledépre her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

He was taken from prison and from judgment: and sl declare
his generation? for he was cut off out of the lahthe living: for the
transgression of my people was he stricken. Anudwde his grave with
the wicked, and with the rich in his death; becausdnad done no
violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hathhpunt to grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shea# kis seed, he shall
prolong his days, and the pleasure of the LORDIgirakper in his hand.
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shhallsatisfied: by his
knowledge shall my righteous servant justify mdowyhe shall bear their
iniquities.

Therefore will | divide him a portion with the gteand he shall divide
the spoil with the strong; because he hath poungches soul unto death:
and he was numbered with the transgressors; arabhe the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

(Isaiah 53:7-12)

In the New Age, we received another view of themagntion that was placed in the
very being of the man Jesus Christ, the Son of Gdds is, too, intervention that extends

from Christ, through elected ambassadors, and tmetavorld.

For the love of Christ constraineth us; becausehus judge, that if one
died for all, then were all dead: And that he dfedall, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto themselvesuhto him which died
for them, and rose again. Wherefore henceforttwkwe no man after the
flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after lighf yet now
henceforth know we him no more.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new tres old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become nevd airthings are of
God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesuss€land hath given to
us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that Gaas in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputingithtrespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto us the word of rediation.

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as thougth @d beseech
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you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be yemeited to God.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knewimgothat we might be
made the righteousness of God in him.

(2 Corinthians 5:14-21)

The day-to-day (if such a mundane expression can du justice to what follows)
work of the Son of God is expressed in the follap8cripture. It is an intervention that
occurs in the Kingdom of Heaven . . .

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spitiitat we are the children of
God: And if children, then heirs; heirs of Goddgnint-heirs with

Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that waynbe also glorified
together.

For | reckon that the sufferings of this presentdiare not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be reveateds. For the earnest
expectation of the creature waiteth for the mamgfeésn of the sons of
God.

For the creature was made subject to vanity, ndingly, but by reason
of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Bedhasgeature itself
also shall be delivered from the bondage of colnipinto the glorious
liberty of the children of God. For we know thia¢ twhole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

(Romans 8:16-22)
... for the sake of the kingdom of man . . .

And not only they, but ourselves also, which hheditstfruits of the
Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselvestimg for the adoption,
to wit, the redemption of our body. For we areeshiy hope:
but hope that is seen is not hope: for what a negths why doth he
yet hope for? But if we hope for that we seethety do we with patience
wait for it.
(Romans 8:23-25)

... All of which is a blessed set of transactiohthe Kingdom of God.

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmitiesr fve know not what we
should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itsadketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered. And he searcheth the hearts
knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, becausmaketh intercession for
the saints according to the will of God.
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(Romans 8:26-27)

This is the ultimate form of intervention in thengdom of God; however, it is not
the place where we started to understand intexentWe started on the road to
understanding intervention when the LORD placeddd& on a consolidated being that
would receive and disseminate the revelationsefriteraction that man can have with
the Kingdom of God. The LORD called out the narhth "living lesson in
intervention” when he sent Moses to retrieve itrfrine clutches of Pharaoh, in Egypt.

And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goestuoreto Egypt, see
that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, wvihicave put in thine
hand: but | will harden his heart, that he shalltihet the people go. And
thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LOREadl is my son, even
my firstborn: And | say unto thee, Let my sontlgat he may serve me:
and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, | wilkyskhy son, even thy
firstborn.

(Exodus 4:21-23)

To more fully introduce intervention, we begin wélstatement of its operation, as it
occurs in the kingdom of man, as propelled by gthaeflows in the Kingdom of God.

And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face, amespeaketh unto his
friend. And he turned again into the camp: butdesvant Joshua, the son
of Nun, a young man, departed not out of the tedden
And Moses said unto the LORD, See, thou sayesmmt8ring
up this people: and thou hast not let me know wtkmua wilt send
with me. Yet thou hast said, | know thee by name tlaou hast
also found grace in my sight. Now therefore, Iypttaee, if | have
found grace in thy sight, shew me now thy way, Ithey know
thee, that | may find grace in thy sight: and cdesithat this
nation is thy people.
And he said, My presence shall go with thee, amil Qive thee rest.
And he said unto him, If thy presence go not wigh carry us not
up hence. For wherein shall it be known here thatd thy people
have found grace in thy sight? is it not in thadulgoest with us?
so shall we be separated, | and thy people, frdrthalpeople that
are upon the face of the earth.

And the LORD said unto Moses, | will do this thatgp that thou hast
spoken: for thou hast found grace in my sight, Bkigow thee by name.

(Exodus 33:11-17)

The LORD certified that intervention was surelyiaetn the Kingdom of God; a
certification that was done by the invocation afgr wordsl| will do this thing also that
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thou hast spokenFurthermore, as seen in the following Scripttiie, LORD added a
massive measure of continuity to His Interventishen he said, will make all my
goodness pass before thee

And he said, | beseech thee, shew me thy glory.
And he said, | will make all my goodness pass bdtoze, and | will
proclaim the name of the LORD before thee; andvalgracious to
whom | will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whiowill shew mercy.
And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for thleai no man see me,
and live.

And the LORD said, Behold, there is a place byand,thou shalt stand
upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while moyygpasseth by, that |
will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will caviaee with my hand while |
pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and tkloalt see my back
parts: but my face shall not be seen.

(Exodus 33:18-23)

As a result of this conversation, we now understhatithe message of intervention
has a local flavor. Moreover, we now know thateelations that are of the LORD
have been placed in the portion of the Kingdom ofl @at is encased in the kingdom of
man. In addition to revelations from the LORDaldralso had access to history lessons
that instructed them in positive interventionshe Kingdom of God; interventions that
are the fruit of human actions. There were margjtpe lessons that were already a part
of the knowledge base of the children of Israeko™f the significant entries in that
knowledge base are Abraham and Job.

Abraham (in the time when he was still named Abrangaged in an open and bold,
interactive request for intervention, as he wasiking with God. The interaction of
Abram that is contained in the following Scriptisea preliminary step. It serves as an
introduction of the Kingdom of God as a concretetjanst, mystical--door for the people
of earth.

After these things the word of the LORD came ubt@aw in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, and tkgezding great reward.
And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give neziag | go
childless, and the steward of my house is thiszEtief
Damascus?
And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given ed:s&nd, lo,
one born in my house is mine heir.

And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto hityinga This shall not
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be thine heir; but he that shall come forth outlohe own bowels shall be
thine heir.

(Genesis 15:1-4)

The patriarch Job endured an interaction in thegam of God, which is one among
the type that is energized from the Kingdom of Hgav

There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name alasahd that man
was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, @schewed evil. And
there were born unto him seven sons and three dartgghHis substance
also was seven thousand sheep, and three thousamels; and five
hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asedsa &ery great
household; so that this man was the greatest dhallmen of the east.

And his sons went and feasted in their housesy erex his day; and
sent and called for their three sisters to eat &mdrink with them. And it
was so, when the days of their feasting were gboetathat Job sent and
sanctified them, and rose up early in the mornarg] offered burnt
offerings according to the number of them all: Job said, It may be that
my sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts

Thus did Job continually.

(Job 1:1-5)

The interaction that Job endured consists of tveparatory phases. First, Job needed
to endure an affirmation of his connection to thegdlom of God: to do this, adversity
was the connecting force that was brought into.plBye quiet interaction of Job with the
Kingdom of Heaven soon received an interventioa ofost disruptive sort. This
Heaven-managed intervention was instrumental ih Bfitrming and sealing Job's
positive interactions for the sake of both his lagarld and the entire community of
man, at large. During the first time that adveraiis brought into play in the life of Job,
it was a distant impact, but still it intenselyeadfed his existence.

Now there was a day when the sons of God camesgept themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came also among therd.the LORD said
unto Satan, Whence comest thou?

Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, From goiagqd fro

in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considergdervant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect andupright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth evil?
Then Satan answered the LORD, and said, Doth JolG@ed for
nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about himaaodt his
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house, and about all that he hath on every side@ tiast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is ine@as the land.
But put forth thine hand now, and touch all thatiath, and he
will curse thee to thy face.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that & s in thy power;
only upon himself put not forth thine hand.

So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.
(Job 1:6-12)

The second impact of adversity in Job’s life waliract one. This intervention,
which can be referred to as being an intrusioniccoat be isolated from his self, in any
fashion.

Again there was a day when the sons of God campeesent themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came also among th@mesent himself
before the LORD. And the LORD said unto SatangFnhence comest
thou?

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From garant fro

in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considergdervant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect andupright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he hblékest his integrity,
although thou movedst me against him, to destnoywhithout cause.

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for, gkia, all

that a man hath will he give for his life. But patth thine hand

now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and heowre thee to thy

face.
And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is irethiand; but save his
life.

So went Satan forth from the presence of the LGRBD smote Job with
sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown
And he took him a potsherd to scrape himself withyadl he sat
down among the ashes.

(Job 2:1-8)
Job did not modify his behavior of righteousnesa assult of the impact of his
testing. Job's mind was still fixed on being aardgf positive intervention for the sake

of others who needed it. This is a God-approvetrgte that was a part of the
knowledge base of the children of Israel. The eph¢és summarized by saying that
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adversity must not be allowed to derail righteogsndn Job's case, he did not allow it to
do so. Job remembered his former stance in rigistezss, and he committed himself to
returning to it, even through the adversity.

Oh that | were as in months past, as in the daysnwhod preserved me;
When his candle shined upon my head, and whersbight | walked
through darkness; As | was in the days of my youkien the secret of
God was upon my tabernacle; When the Almighty waw/igh me, when
my children were about me; When | washed my stépdwtter, and the
rock poured me out rivers of oil; When | went authe gate through the
city, when | prepared my seat in the street!

The young men saw me, and hid themselves: andjfteaaose, and
stood up. The princes refrained talking, and Idadir hand on their
mouth. The nobles held their peace, and theirtengdeaved to the roof
of their mouth.

When the ear heard me, then it blessed me; and thieegye saw me, it
gave witness to me: Because | delivered the gwdrdried, and the
fatherless, and him that had none to help him. Aiassing of him that
was ready to perish came upon me: and | causedidh@w's heart to sing
for joy.

| put on righteousness, and it clothed me: my juelgnwvas as a robe
and a diadem. | was eyes to the blind, and festiv@athe lame. | was a
father to the poor: and the cause which | knewlrsatarched out. And |
brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked the spgibf his teeth.

(Job 29:2-17)

This type of intervention is tending toward a stigishifted form of intervention.
The shifted form of intervention is intercessidntercession is the process where
something is either wholly or partially put in thiace of someone or something else.
When we return, we will look more at interventidhat are of this nature. These are
interventions that have less of abstraction, ancermbpersonality, in them. So, for now,
take a look at this more personal intercessionclvkets the stage for what is coming
next.

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses waid the people, Ye
have sinned a great sin: and now | will go up uth® LORD;
peradventure | shall make an atonement for your sin

And Moses returned unto the LORD, and said, Ob,ghople have sinned

a great sin, and have made them gods of gold.n&et if thou wilt
forgive their sin--;
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and if not, blot me, | pray thee, out of thy bodkclk thou hast written.

And the LORD said unto Moses, Whosoever hath siagaithst me, him
will I blot out of my book. Therefore now go, le¢hd people unto the
place of which | have spoken unto thee: beholderAimgel shall go
before thee: nevertheless in the day when | vigitl lvisit their sin upon

them.
And the LORD plagued the people, because they thadmlf, which
Aaron made.

(Exodus 32:30-35)

-- Next, in the Kingdom of God --
I ntercession
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