The Fullness of David

Part Seven
(Lemon Softening)

Redemption:
Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleamgefrom my sin.

Purge me with hyssop, and | shall be clean: washame | shall be
whiter than snow.

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew atrggtirit within me.
(Psalm 51:2, 7, 10)

Our motivation for pursuing the remission that cerfrem the LORD is that we have
an extended stake in the matter. In the day ichvham living, there is a lot of talk
about how some of the, so called, financial messebging blamed on various
politicians, are damaging the future potentialh& hext generation; particularly, as this
next generation is expressed in the structureeofamily. Beyond concern for financial
messes, we need to be doubly concerned aboutititaapmesses that we create inside
the financial messes that absorb our attention.

Also, we need to have spiritual concern especiallyhe next generations, as they are
wrapped into the structure of the family. In dandling of these and other such high
profile matters, we have an opportunity for eitbemmitting an affront to the next
generation or delivering great benefit to it. Thessage from the LORD God is clear as
to His will for such potentially god-spawning matte

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven imagangiikeness of any
thing that is in heaven above, or that is in thetledeneath, or that is in
the water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow dtwself to them, nor
serve them: for | the LORD thy God am a jealous,God

visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chéd unto the third

and fourth generation of them that hate me;
And shewing mercy unto thousands of them thatrfejeand keep my
commandments.

(Exodus 20:4-6)

Even if you have repented, and seem to think thatcan walk away from your sin; if
you choose to invoke the David comparison, you rbasteady to endure life with a
dysfunctional family--again we say, think beyond thological image of family. Below,
we will think through a few of the highlights ofahtype of family dysfunction, in the life
of David. (Speaking for those ones of us who hexer been in the corporate world, we
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know that what you are about to read can easigppdied to the ambitious portions--
executive, managerial, and managed--of that pdaticonan-constructed family, too.)

First, here is the prophetic pronouncement. Asrgau this, and other portions of the
rebuke for this matter, substitute the word, opjaty, in place of the wordyife; and,
too, substitutive the word, opportunities, in tiace of the wordwives Additionally,
you might find it useful to mentally insert the wpslander, where you see the
expressionthe sword

Wherefore hast thou despised the commandment faR®, to do evil in
his sight? thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite witithe sword, and hast taken
his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him witd slword of the children of
Ammon. Now therefore the sword shall never defpam thine house;
because thou hast despised me, and hast takenfthefWriah the Hittite
to be thy wife.

Thus saith the LORD, Behold, | will raise up eghast thee out of thine
own house, and | will take thy wives before thiypeseand give them unto
thy neighbour, and he shall lie with thy wiveshe sight of this sun. For
thou didst it secretly: but | will do this thing foee all Israel, and before
the sun.

(2 Samuel 12:9-12)

The fulfillment of that prophecy gives us cleardance of the dysfunction of king
David's family. The message of the dysfunctionitegith an extra-family inoculation
that introduced a virulent strain of duplicity intee body of David’s household; or did it

Rather than saying that the duplicity was introduicgo the body of David’s
household; it might be more correct to refer toglient as an being sourced in an extra-
household stirring that roused the spirit of dupfithat was already active in David's
household. Keep this in mind, when you think §@t just must commit carnal sin with
some good looking thing--whether it is a persoamobject, or even a concept.

What sort of concept might we perceive as beingldooking? One example that
comes to mind is the little white lie--which loogsod when we only see the immediate
personal fulfillment that imight bring, or give. The target of the extra-household
inoculation, Amnon, discovered that a concept aaa bery beautiful-thing, when its
objective is personal, selfish pleasure. The cph&ennon discovered is this:
uncontrolled lust. We, too, may look at an objeethat is an abomination to the LORD,
and see it in a way that we should not, when weretiee lead-in to personal fulfillment.

And it came to pass after this, that Absalom threcfdavid had a fair
sister, whose name was Tamar; and Amnon the sbawél loved her.
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And Amnon was so vexed, that he fell sick forikiersTamar; for she
was a virgin; and Amnon thought it hard for himd any thing to her.

But Amnon had a friend, whose name was Jonadalsathef
Shimeah David's brother: and Jonadab was a verylsuban. And he
said unto him, Why art thou, being the king's $ean from day to day?
wilt thou not tell me?

And Amnon said unto him, | love Tamar, my brothesaldom's sister.
And Jonadab said unto him, Lay thee down on thy &ed make
thyself sick: and when thy father cometh to see, thay unto him, | pray
thee, let my sister Tamar come, and give me medtdeess the meat in
my sight, that | may see it, and eat it at her hand

(2 Samuel 13:1-5)

The message of the dysfunction that was festenitkinig David's family starts to
raise its family shaking volume during a most egreg affront of one member of the
family of king David against another member.

So Amnon lay down, and made himself sick: and weeking was come
to see him, Amnon said unto the king, | pray treze[amar my sister
come, and make me a couple of cakes in my sigtttl thay eat at her
hand.

Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, Go nowtdtbther
Amnon's house, and dress him meat.

So Tamar went to her brother Amnon's house; anddwlaid down. And
she took flour, and kneaded it, and made cakessisight, and did bake
the cakes. And she took a pan, and poured thernedote him; but he
refused to eat.

And Amnon said, Have out all men from me.

And they went out every man from him.

And Amnon said unto Tamar, Bring the meat intoctreember, that | may
eat of thine hand.

And Tamar took the cakes which she had made, angyht them into
the chamber to Amnon her brother. And when shebhagght them unto
him to eat, he took hold of her, and said unto Enme lie with me, my
sister.

(2 Samuel 13:6-11)

If the request,Come lie with me, my sistehad been the end of it, recovery could
have been accomplished, in time, and a dysfunciaiid have been treated with spiritual
remediation. However, that is not what happenBiae message of the dysfunction that
was festering in king David's family continues witisgraceful behavior of one member
of the family of David toward another member of family. Moreover, the disgrace was
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an unnecessary one, and one that shed a brighbligthe decay that was in the soul of a
son of David.

And she answered him, Nay, my brother, do not foregfor no such
thing ought to be done in Israel: do not thou tloky. And I, whither
shall | cause my shame to go? and as for thee, shalt be as one of the
fools in Israel. Now therefore, | pray thee, spaako the king; for he will
not withhold me from thee.

Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: baind stronger than
she, forced her, and lay with her.

Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; so that the datteerewith he hated
her was greater than the love wherewith he hadddw.
And Amnon said unto her, Arise, be gone.

And she said unto him, There is no cause: thisie@énding me away is
greater than the other that thou didst unto me.

But he would not hearken unto her. Then he cdllsgdervant that
ministered unto him, and said, Put now this womainfimm me, and bolt
the door after her.

And she had a garment of divers colours upon leemwith such robes
were the king's daughters that were virgins apdacelThen his servant
brought her out, and bolted the door after her.dAramar put ashes on
her head, and rent her garment of divers colouet thas on her, and laid
her hand on her head, and went on crying.

(2 Samuel 13:12-19)

To end this message of dysfunction that was fegjen king David's family (there
are more that are included in Scripture), the uaitthe family of David began to
deteriorate, on the inside. (However, as we el l&ter, the inside decay was not long in
expressing itself as an outside act of destruaifdamily ties; both in a spiritual, and a
physical, sense.)

And Absalom her brother said unto her, Hath Amrgynrother been
with thee? but hold now thy peace, my sister: hiyidrother; regard not
this thing.
So Tamar remained desolate in her brother Absalbmise.
(2 Samuel 13:20)

The rape of David’'s daughter, Tamar, by his sonnAm seems to contain an action
that would surely cause a father to take a stroegsure of personal responsibility, but
this did not occur.
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David's reaction:

But when king David heard of all these things, las wery wroth.
(2 Samuel 13:21)

In his reaction to the rape, king David did notrede respond in either an aggressive
or a serious way to the damage that was done wealighter. Why do | say that?

According to the law of Moses; such a one as Ammgig committed such an act of
violation, was eligible for punishment that incladeaving his life terminated. Here is
the relevant commandment:

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak latchildren of
Israel, and say unto them, | am the LORD your GAtter the doings of
the land of Egypt, wherein ye dwelt, shall ye rwtahd after the doings
of the land of Canaan, whither | bring you, shalnot do: neither shall
ye walk in their ordinances. Ye shall do my judgtsieand keep mine
ordinances, to walk therein: | am the LORD your Gtk shall therefore
keep my statutes, and my judgments: which if adonahe shall live in
them: | am the LORD.

None of you shall approach to any that is nearioft& him, to
uncover their nakedness: | am the LORD. The nadssiof thy father, or
the nakedness of thy mother, shalt thou not unceweris thy mother;
thou shalt not uncover her nakedness. The nakedridgky father's wife
shalt thou not uncover: it is thy father's nakedne¥he nakedness of thy
sister, the daughter of thy father, or daughtetigf mother, whether she
be born at home, or born abroad, even their naksesdileou shalt not
uncover.

(Leviticus 18:1-9)

Here is the prescription for such action, as dedan the Law of Godthe souls that
commit them shall be cut off from among their peopl

Defile not ye yourselves in any of these thingsirf@ll these the nations
are defiled which | cast out before you: And thed is defiled: therefore
| do visit the iniquity thereof upon it, and theathitself vomiteth out her
inhabitants. Ye shall therefore keep my statutesmay judgments, and
shall not commit any of these abominations; neitrer of your own
nation, nor any stranger that sojourneth among y@ar all these
abominations have the men of the land done, wheale Wwefore you, and
the land is defiled;) That the land spue not yotiadso, when ye defile it,
as it spued out the nations that were before you.

For whosoever shall commit any of these abominatiemen the souls
that commit them shall be cut off from among tpewple.

(Deuteronomy 18:24-29)
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In Israel, such things were executed under thersigien of the priesthood.
Therefore, as you read the following, and consikderplace of the priesthood in meting
out punishment; you may think that Absalom was alisty wrong in this, his vengeful
reaction.

And Absalom spake unto his brother Amnon neithed gwr bad: for
Absalom hated Amnon, because he had forced hes 3iamar.

And it came to pass after two full years, that Atasehad sheepshearers
in Baalhazor, which is beside Ephraim: and Absalownited all the king's
sons. And Absalom came to the king, and said, |Betoov, thy servant
hath sheepshearers; let the king, | beseech thekhe servants go with
thy servant.

And the king said to Absalom, Nay, my son, letaigth now go, lest
we be chargeable unto thee.

And he pressed him: howbeit he would not go, egdad him.

Then said Absalom, If not, | pray thee, let my feotAmnon go with us.
And the king said unto him, Why should he go viige?
But Absalom pressed him, that he let Amnon anthalking's sons go
with him.

Now Absalom had commanded his servants, sayings Manow when
Amnon's heart is merry with wine, and when | sap you, Smite Amnon;
then kill him, fear not: have not | commanded ybaZourageous, and be
valiant.

And the servants of Absalom did unto Amnon as Abshhd
commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, ang ewan gat him up
upon his mule, and fled.

(2 Samuel 13:22-29)

In a sense, it may be said that Absalom overstepjgeldnit of responsibility; for,
Scripture declares what the ultimate source ofatithis as pertains to this level of
disposition of vengeance in response to an offense.

To me belongeth vengeance, and recompense; tlneistiall slide in due
time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, ahe things that shall
come upon them make haste.

For the LORD shall judge his people, and repentdaifnfor his
servants, when he seeth that their power is gome tlaere is none shut
up, or left. And he shall say, Where are theirgdbteir rock in whom
they trusted, Which did eat the fat of their sacei$, and drank the wine of
their drink offerings? let them rise up and heluyand be your
protection.
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See now that I, even |, am he, and there is nongtidme: | kill, and |
make alive; | wound, and | heal: neither is therg @hat can deliver out
of my hand. For I lift up my hand to heaven, aag, $ live for ever.

If | whet my glittering sword, and mine hand talédhon judgment; |
will render vengeance to mine enemies, and willreMthem that hate
me. | will make mine arrows drunk with blood, ang sword shall
devour flesh; and that with the blood of the sland of the captives, from
the beginning of revenges upon the enemy.

Rejoice, O ye nations, with his people: for he a¥énge the blood of his
servants, and will render vengeance to his adveesaand will be
merciful unto his land, and to his people.

(Deuteronomy 32:35-43)

In fact, there is specific Scripture that tellstasvoid vengeance of affronts to our
self. This may also be extended to cover perceiffednts to other people that are
important or precious to us.

Recompense to no man evil for evil. Provide thimggest in the sight of
all men. If it be possible, as much as lieth in,\lore peaceably with all
men.

Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but ratiher glace unto wrath:
for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repagith the Lord. Therefore
if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, diwa drink: for in so

doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.

Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil withdgoo

(Romans 12:17-21)

We took you down this line of thinking for the salfeanyone who might try to shield
their actions from human reaction against themm&ones, among these people are the
ones that throw the following Scripture at othassjf it were that shield mentioned
above.

Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oftl shya brother sin
against me, and | forgive him? till seven times?

Jesus saith unto him, | say not unto thee, Untiesdimes: but, Until
seventy times seven.
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(Matthew 18:21-22)

We need to be very careful about how we approaatisGability to accomplish His
will. We need to stay away from a, God must ddirhself, mentality. Above, prior to
the inclusion of the text of 2 Samuel 13:22-29,sa&l, “may also be extended*, because
sometimes the avoidance of vengeance may not graggressive action; as fits the
requirement of the LORD. Sometimes, there is asom@aof retribution that may be
required, even though it may seem, to some, teebgeance. The line that we must walk
is indeed a fine one, as pertains to our actionenfeance. We must be open to the
LORD'S involvement of humans in God's vengeanaeayd keeping this in mind: the
precision of the LORD'S empowerment of human imsents of His vengeance, as
retribution, is subject to the exactitude of theRID

Saul, the king of Israel, learned about the exaa#itof the LORD, in two parts: the
mission and the misstep.

Saul the king’'s mission of retribution:

Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and | will kdetwhat the LORD hath
said to me this night.

And he said unto him, Say on.
And Samuel said, When thou wast little in thine sight, wast thou not
made the head of the tribes of Israel, and the L@R&inted thee king
over Israel? And the LORD sent thee on a jouraay, said, Go and
utterly destroy the sinners the Amalekites, ankit faggainst them until they
be consumed.

(1 Samuel 15:16-18)

Saul the king’s misstep of, reputation and therddsi preserve it:

Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice oL @RD, but didst fly
upon the spoil, and didst evil in the sight of tii@RD?

And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, | have obeyedtbe of the LORD,
and have gone the way which the LORD sent me, awvel lirought Agag
the king of Amalek, and have utterly destroyedAimalekites. But the
people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the ohitie things which
should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifide time LORD thy God in
Gilgal.

And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delighiumt offerings and
sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORDRdB® to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rarfer rebellion is as the
sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniqaity idolatry. Because
thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hasb atjected thee from
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being king.
And Saul said unto Samuel, | have sinned: for eleansgressed
the commandment of the LORD, and thy words: beddeseed
the people, and obeyed their voice.

(1 Samuel 15:19-24)

In the assignment that the LORD gave to king Saelsee the potential for an
ingredient such as this: in the performance of'&weengeance, it is also true that the
LORD uses human swords to accomplish His Law. usatelate this to Absalom’s act of
vengeance against Amnon, which is recorded in 2ushfB:22-29. Also, consider the
fact that anyone who violates the commandmentseof ORD may experience God’s
vengeance in a fashion that is delivered by Hisdnunepresentative.

To be sure; to prevent any confusion about theggp@teness of Absalom's
behavior, one way for Absalom to have been spdredaveight of avenging his sister's
offense, would have been for king David to haveedso. As declared in an earlier time,
in the priesthood; there is another family mattet is, itself, a warning that could have
been brought to mind to handle this matter. Iblags missed opportunity for intra-
family correction of violations of the Law of God.

And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said tirtg

Thus saith the LORD,
Did | plainly appear unto the house of thy fath@hen they were in Egypt
in Pharaoh's house? And did | choose him out lahal tribes of Israel to
be my priest, to offer upon mine altar, to burnense, to wear an ephod
before me? and did | give unto the house of thyefaall the offerings
made by fire of the children of Israel? Wherefkiek ye at my sacrifice
and at mine offering, which | have commanded irhatytation; and
honourest thy sons above me, to make yourselvestfathe chiefest of
all the offerings of Israel my people?

Wherefore the LORD God of Israel saith,
| said indeed that thy house, and the house dfamer, should walk
before me for ever: but now the LORD saith, Bariffom me; for them
that honour me | will honour, and they that desprseshall be lightly
esteemed.

Behold, the days come, that | will cut off thinenaand the arm of thy
father's house, that there shall not be an old mathine house. And thou
shalt see an enemy in my habitation, in all theltheahich God shall
give Israel: and there shall not be an old manhmé house for ever. And
the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from enattar, shall be to
consume thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart:adintie increase of thine
house shall die in the flower of their age.

And this shall be a sign unto thee, that shall capen thy two sons,
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on Hophni and Phinehas; in one day they shall dihlof them.

And I will raise me up a faithful priest, that shdb according to that
which is in mine heart and in my mind: and | willilol him a sure house,;
and he shall walk before mine anointed for evend A shall come to
pass, that every one that is left in thine hous#l glome and crouch to
him for a piece of silver and a morsel of breadj ahall say, Put me, |
pray thee, into one of the priests' offices, thiataly eat a piece of bread.

(1 Samuel 2:27-36)

With that example in mind, king David could haveened the delivery of the
recompense that is of the law of Moses; howevag Klavid did not do so. David did
not do so because he was not of a mind to fullfjoper the rigorous requirement of the
Law of God. It seems as if king David was thinkmgre of the fleshly side of his
existence, and the grandeur of retaining his stias, he was thinking about fulfilling the
requirement of the Law of God, and doing so forrgeeson that the LORD requires it. In
this episode of Scripture, we can learn some usleifitdjs from David’s shortcoming.
One of the things that we can learn is that itasenough for us to slowly endure life;
rather, we must be aggressive in our devotionghifaing our life in righteousness. It
seems to me that it was well said by the apostteeda

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man Bayhath faith, and have
not works? can faith save him? If a brother oteside naked, and
destitute of daily food, And one of you say unémthDepart in peace, be
ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give thenthose things which
are needful to the body; what doth it profit? Ewenfaith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone.

Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and | hav&svehow me thy faith
without thy works, and | will show thee my faithrby works. Thou
believest that there is one God; thou doest wiadl:devils also believe,
and tremble.

But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith withoutrks is dead?
(James 2:14-20)

Faith requires that we adjust our notions abousqual fulfillment. The apostle Paul
lived in one of the adjustments that we, too, nmigke.

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, vguaver things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoevegshane pure,

whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever thingsofigood report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any praisekion these things.
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Those things, which ye have both learned, and vedeiand heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall beyaiiih

But | rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at tlast your care of me
hath flourished again; wherein ye were also cargbuit ye lacked
opportunity. Not that | speak in respect of wdat:| have learned, in
whatsoever state | am, therewith to be contekholw both how to be
abased, and | know how to abound: every where ardl things | am
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, batlabound and to suffer
need.

| can do all things through Christ which strengteémme.

(Philippians 4:8-13)

~ —~—~ —~—~

Our service to God, our zeal, requires that we twresars to, and fix our minds on,
the great benefit of doing it as the LORD requires.

Now therefore hearken, O Israel, unto the statates unto the judgments,
which | teach you, for to do them, that ye may, lared go in and possess
the land which the LORD God of your fathers giwaih. Ye shall not add
unto the word which | command you, neither shalllipeinish ought from
it, that ye may keep the commandments of the L@RDGod which |
command you.

Your eyes have seen what the LORD did becauseatjjeat: for all
the men that followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy Gaith lueestroyed them
from among you. But ye that did cleave unto th&DQour God are
alive every one of you this day.

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgmen&s) as the LORD my
God commanded me, that ye should do so in theviéuittier ye go to
possess it. Keep therefore and do them; for hy®ur wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the nations, whicalldhear all these
statutes, and say, Surely this great nation issevand understanding
people.

For what nation is there so great, who hath Goahgh unto them, as
the LORD our God is in all things that we call ugam for? And what
nation is there so great, that hath statutes amttjjunents so righteous as
all this law, which | set before you this day?

(Deuteronomy 4:1-8)

~ ~ —~—~ —~—~
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Both operations of the soul--fulfillment and zeate components of the squeezing of
this life, as one squeezes a lemon to soften i nIst let our spirit--in communion with
the Spirit of God--both persuade and remind usttt@squeeze is of the LORD.
Wherefore we must abide by the rule of the LawisTée must do, even when our family
is in line for discipline that is of the LORD. Sy, David was aware of this.

If there arise a matter too hard for thee in judgmédetween blood and
blood, between plea and plea, and between stro#testoke, being
matters of controversy within thy gates: then shiau arise, and get thee
up into the place which the LORD thy God shall d&®a\nd thou shalt
come unto the priests the Levites, and unto thggukat shall be in those
days, and inquire; and they shall show thee théesme of judgment: And
thou shalt do according to the sentence, which tielat place which the
LORD shall choose shall show thee; and thou sHadeove to do
according to all that they inform thee: Accorditagthe sentence of the
law which they shall teach thee, and accordingh®judgment which they
shall tell thee, thou shalt do: thou shalt not deelfrom the sentence
which they shall show thee, to the right hand, toahe left.

And the man that will do presumptuously, and woll Imearken unto the
priest that standeth to minister there before tlRID thy God, or unto
the judge, even that man shall die: and thou ghatitaway the evil from
Israel.

And all the people shall hear, and fear, and domwe presumptuously.
(Deuteronomy 17:8-13)

David's need for a catalyst to fully serve the LORDinds me of the answer that
Satan gave to God, in the matter of Job's sufferfgyou read the following; note the
weight of these wordstouch his bone and his flesh

Again there was a day when the sons of God campeesent themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came also among th@mesent himself
before the LORD. And the LORD said unto SatangFnhence comest
thou?

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, From garaqntl fro in the
earth, and from walking up and down in it.

And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considergdervant Job, that
there is none like him in the earth, a perfect andupright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he hblékest his integrity,
although thou movedst me against him, to destnmywhithout cause.

And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for gki, all that a man
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hath will he give for his life. But put forth tleifand now, and touch his
bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to dlog f

(Job 2:1-5)

To bring this type of pressure to bear on David #ntouch his bone and his flesh;
the LORD released the following reminder of Davite®d for perpetual repentance. The
lemon still was not soft enough; so, both more, différent types of, pressure were
applied. Among these pressures is this one.

And it came to pass after forty years, that Absasand unto the king, |
pray thee, let me go and pay my vow, which | haveed unto the LORD,
in Hebron. For thy servant vowed a vow while | ddat Geshur in Syria,
saying, If the LORD shall bring me again indeedeousalem, then | will
serve the LORD.

And the king said unto him, Go in peace.
So he arose, and went to Hebron.

But Absalom sent spies throughout all the tribelsiatel, saying, As soon
as ye hear the sound of the trumpet, then ye shgllAbsalom reigneth in
Hebron.

And with Absalom went two hundred men out of Jéeusathat were
called; and they went in their simplicity, and tHeyew not any thing. And
Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, Davidisiiesellor, from his
city, even from Giloh, while he offered sacrificAad the conspiracy was
strong; for the people increased continually withsalom.

(2 Samuel 15:7-12)

To touch his bone and his flesh, the flow of tiraevghe fulfillment of a prior
prophetic warning that had been delivered to DaWds the warning that we read,
above, from 2 Samuel 12:9-12. As you will alreaelyd, in the Scripture that is just
above this text, it took more than forty years befitne LORD brought the fulfillment.
The latter portion of the more than forty yeardescribed in these words of Scripture:
And it came to pass after forty years, that Absasaid unto the king This should
provide food for thought for those folks who thithiat they have escaped recompense
because there seems to be no immediate reactiontifi® LORD.

And Absalom, and all the people the men of Isk@he to Jerusalem,
and Ahithophel with him. And it came to pass, wHashai the Archite,
David's friend, was come unto Absalom, that Hushad unto Absalom,
God save the king, God save the king.

And Absalom said to Hushai, Is this thy kindnedbydriend? why
wentest thou not with thy friend?
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And Hushai said unto Absalom, Nay; but whom the DOd&dd this
people, and all the men of Israel, choose, his Mak, and with him will |
abide. And again, whom should | serve? should krove in the
presence of his son? as | have served in thy fatpeesence, so will | be
in thy presence.

Then said Absalom to Ahithophel, Give counsel anyongvhat we shall
do.

And Ahithophel said unto Absalom, Go in unto thigdds concubines,
which he hath left to keep the house; and all Issaall hear that thou art
abhorred of thy father: then shall the hands oftla#it are with thee be
strong.

So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top ofdbsed) and Absalom
went in unto his father's concubines in the sidlalblsrael.

(2 Samuel 16:15-22)

~ —~—~ —~—~ —~—~

The softening of the lemon that was the househbRbeid was substantially
complete in the sabotage of David by his son, Alreallt is now time for the
progressive application of soul medication, to@avid ready for extended service to the
LORD. The application of soul medication, as illaged in king David, for the sake of
anyone who would use his example, is what we wallkihrough, after a moment or two
of preparation.

Strong soul medication was required for David hattthere was also a seed of
discord that remained in king David. This seedistord opened him up to persuasion
by the spiritual wickedness that is for ever préseound, and relentlessly presses, our
soul. The apostle told us about the place ofwhi&edness (and in this case, it is not in
the workings of the entity known as, Satan). kmhsan ambivalent one, as David was,
still; soul medication is the prescription thabfghe LORD.

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, andhe power of his might.
Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be abktand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not againssii@and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulefshe darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of Gaal, ye may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done allstand.

(Ephesians 6:10-13)
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-- Next, in The Fullness of David --
Soul Medication
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